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UNREST IN 
IRAN TESTS 
TRUMP 


Protests try 
Trump’s resolve 
on taking tougher 
stance over 
nuclear policy. A4 


Trump targets 
Palestine aid 
Angry tweets 
further roil region 
with threat to cut 
off money. A4 


Colo. shooter 
livestreamed 
Video made by 
man who killed 
deputy shows 
shootout. A5 


More meat on 
tables in 2018 
U.S. consumers 
predicted to eat 
222.2 lbs. each. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Judge pleads 
guilty to DWI 
Ramsey County’s 
G. Tony Atwal was 
arrested on New 
Year’s. B1 


Vegan banquet 
leads to suit 
Couple sue caterer, 
claiming wedding 
dinner surprise 
was ruined. B1 


Parks chief 
looks back 
Jayne Miller, step- 
ping down in Min- 
neapolis, reflects 
on her tenure. B1 


SPORTS 


2 ex-Vikings 
make first cut 
Randy Moss and 
Steve Hutchinson 
named eligible for 
Hall of Fame. C5 


QB coach to get 
a promotion? 
Could Kevin Ste- 
fanski be next to 
lead the Vikings 
offense? C1 


BUSINESS 


Mayo growth 
drives prices 
Rochester home 
prices rose nearly 
10%; prices rise in 
north, too. D1 


17 air travel 
busy, but safe 
Flights were 
crowded, but it 
was the safest year 
on record, report 
finds. D1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 

Weeks after harass- 
ment scandal, Hoda 
Kotb becomes 
“Today” show co- 
host with Savan- 
nah Guthrie. A2 
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New jab of Arctic cold; 
weekend warmup. B8 


Change sweeps in, 
on both sides of the river 
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HISTORIC DAY IN ST. PAUL 


With his wife, Sakeena Carter, holding the Bible, Melvin Carter was sworn in as mayor of St. Paul by Judge Tanya Bransford. “We 
must examine every law, every system, every policy and process to eliminate structural inequity,” the new mayor said Tuesday. 


Carter, Frey step up to run state’s two largest cities 


By EMMA NELSON and ADAM BELIZ ° Star Tribune staff writers 


Melvin Carter became St. Paul’s 
46th mayor Tuesday in a swearing-in 
ceremony at Central High School that 
celebrated his family’s Rondo neigh- 
borhood roots and the opportunities 
and challenges he faces as the first 
black mayor of Minnesota’s capital city. 

In a passionate inaugural address 
that brought the crowd of several 
hundred to its feet, Carter laid out an 
ambitious plan to dismantle racial and 
socioeconomic inequities in the city — 
something that will only be possible, he 
said, with the help of the community. 

“We must examine every law, 
every system, every policy and pro- 
cess to eliminate structural inequity 
and give every child born in St. Paul 
the opportunity to achieve her full 
potential,” Carter said. “Building a 
city that works for everyone can only 
happen if everyone builds.” 

The sense of anew beginning was 
also present at Minneapolis City 
Hall, albeit in a quieter setting, as 
Mayor Jacob Frey and the 13 mem- 
bers of the City Council were sworn 
in before family members and staff. 


ELIZABETH FLORES - liz.flores@startribune.com 


‘FILLED WITH HOPE’ 


After taking the oath of office Tuesday, 
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey greeted 
other newly sworn-in City Council mem- 
bers in the council chambers. He said he 
has “hit the ground running very hard.” 


The council, which includes its first 
two transgender city elected offi- 
cials and a total of five people of 
color, is the most diverse in Minne- 
apolis history. A public swearing-in 
ceremony will be held Monday in 
the City Hall rotunda. 

Frey and Carter, both former council 
members whoare under 40, have prom- 
ised totackle their cities’ most pressing 
challenges, from housing affordability 
to police-community relations. 

On Tuesday, Carter pledged to get 
to work immediately on his agenda, 
including the implementation ofacity- 
wide $15 minimum wage “as soon as 
possible,” working with St. Paul Police 
Chief Todd Axtell to reform the St. Paul 
Police Department and making City 
Hall more accessible to residents. 

Amid the optimism and celebra- 
tion, there was also a sense of gravity. 

As St. Paul’s first new mayor in 12 
years — succeeding Chris Coleman, 
who is running for governor — Carter 
will lead a diverse and fast-growing 
city. And unlike his predecessors, he’ll 

See CARTER on A8 > 


supporter of Donald Trump. 


Senate 
opening: 
‘Should 


it be me?” 


Michele Bachmann 
weighs bid torun for 
Franken’s former seat. 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN 
patrick.coolican@startribune.com 


Michele Bachmann, the 
former U.S. representative 
from Minnesota and one-time 
Republican presidential can- 
didate, said in a TV interview 
that she is mulling a political 
comeback by running for the 
U.S. Senate seat vacated Tues- 
day by Al Franken. 

“T’ve had people contact 
me and urge me to run for that 
Senate seat. The only reason 
I would run is for the ability 
to take these principles into 
the United States Senate, to 
be able to advocate for these 
principles,” Bachmann said, 
referring to the Christian 
conservatism that defined 
her political style. 

“The question is, should 
it be me? Should it be now?” 
Bachmann asked, in her 
appearance on the “Jim Bak- 
ker Show” in late December. 
She did not answer the ques- 
tion, but spoke of what she 
described as the increasingly 
high personal toll of big polit- 
ical campaigns. 

“The price is bigger than 
ever because the swamp is so 
toxic,” Bachmann said, borrow- 
ing a campaign refrain from 
President Trump to “drain the 
swamp” of Washington, D.C. 

Bachmann did not respond 

See BACHMANN on A8 > 


Changing of Long tenure 
the guard: ending: 
Sen.AlFran- Orrin Hatch 
ken left office of Utah, the 
Tuesday,and Senate’s lon- 
Tina Smith gest-serving 
wassettobe Republican, is 
swormin.B1 retiring. A4 


GENE THERAPY HITS ITS STRIDE 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
Associated Press 


After decades of hope and 
high promise, 2017 was the 
year scientists really showed 
they could doctor DNA to suc- 
cessfully treat diseases. Gene 
therapies to treat cancer and 
even pull off the biblical- 
sounding feat of helping the 
blind to see were approved 
by U.S. regulators, establish- 
ing gene manipulation as a 
new mode of medicine. 

Almost 20 years ago, a 
teen’s death in a gene experi- 
ment put a chill on what had 
been a field full of outsized 
expectations. Now, a series of 
jaw-dropping successes have 
renewed hopes that some 


After a breakthrough 

year, researchers and 

patients have hopes 
of finding cures. 


Associated Press 


Misa Kaabali, 8, who has a rare 
form of inherited blindness, 
was 4 when he received gene 
therapy to improve his vision. 


one-time fixes of DNA, the 
chemical code that governs 
life, might turn out to be cures. 

“I am totally willing to use 
the ‘C’ word,” said the National 
Institutes of Health’s director, 
Dr. Francis Collins. 

Gene therapy aims to treat 
the root cause of a problem 
by deleting, adding or alter- 
ing DNA, rather than just 
treating symptoms that 
result from the genetic flaw. 

The advent of gene editing 
— amore precise and long- 
lasting way to do gene therapy 
— may expand the number 
and types of diseases that can 
be treated. In November, Cali- 
fornia scientists tried editing 
a gene inside someone’s body 

See GENE on A5> 


As Koreas consider talks, 
Trump roils with tweets 


By SIMON DENYER 
Washington Post 


BEIJING - South Korea leapt 
Tuesday at an offer of talks 
from North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un ahead of next 
month’s Winter Olympics, 
betting that tensions between 
the two countries can be 
eased after more than a year 
of insults, military drills, mis- 
sile launches and nuclear tests. 

On Wednesday, South 
Korea said North Korea had 
announced it will reopen a 
cross-border communication 
channelin another sign of eas- 
ing animosity. 

U.S. officials said they 


doubt Kim’s sincerity but 
declared that Washington will 
not stand in the way, nor will 
it allow the North to drive a 
wedge between South Korea 
and the United States. 

Meanwhile, President 
Donald Trump escalated his 
exchange of taunts with Kimon 
Tuesday evening, asserting that 
his “nuclear button” is “much 
bigger & more powerful” than 
the North Korean leader’s and 
that “his Button works.” 

A top South Korean official 
suggested that the two sides 
meet as early as next week, 
and the South Korean Unifica- 
tion Ministry, which monitors 

See KOREAS on A5> 
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